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The Honorable Amit Bose
Administrator

Federal Railroad Administration
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Administrator Bose,

We, the undersigned members of the Oklahoma State Senate, request the Amtrak Heartland Flyer
corridor from Ft. Worth, Texas, to Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and the proposed extension to Newton,
Kansas, be designated by the Federal Railroad Administration for the Corridor Development Planning

process.

As communities in states seek ways to strengthen local economies, a key factor driving business
recruitment and retention, and residential relocation is quality of life. An important quality of life factor
is local and interregional transportation. Our communities along the route of the Amtrak Heartland
Flyer can point to the benefits of having this service. We would like to extend those benefits by opening
up new destinations to the north and additional frequencies. Connecting the Heartland Fyer Corridor
with Amtrak’s Southwest Chief service in Newton, Kansas, opens existing and new comununities to
more service and destinations throughout the country.

The key to opening these opportunities for our communities and residents is getting the Heartland flyer
route and proposed extension, as a component of the Federal Railroad Administration’s corridor
development plan. Oklahoma has been a partner with Amirak and the Federal Government since 1999,
With the addition of $66 billion in advanced appropriations for rail expansion, the U.S. can now make
the long overdue investments in rail that can benefit the nation, its communities, economies, and
travelers. We, the undersigned members of the Oklahoma legislature will work io secure appropriate
matching funds to realize this project. The Heartland Hyer extension and frequency additions will be a
valuable contribution to Oklahoma’s transportation network.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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